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India’s Ruling Congress Party

Wins Election
By Anjana Pasricha, New Delhi 16 May 2009 VOA

In India, the ruling Congress-led

coalition has secured a decisive

victory in general elections, paving

the way for a stable coalition

government headed by Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh.  With

most votes counted, the Congress

party led alliance had led in 260

seats, while the bloc led by the

opposition Bharatiya Janata Party

trailed with about 160 seats.

The news that the

Congress Party led coalition was

racing to victory came within hours

after vote counting began Saturday,

surprising a country which had been

bracing for a fractured verdict.

Even before the final

results were in, a smiling Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh, thanked

people for a “massive mandate.”

“It will be our effort to rise

to the expectations of our people, to

give them a government which is a

caring government, which represents

the best instincts of Indian polity,

which works for sustained and

equitable development, which

protects the secular values,” he said.

The Congress Party will head

a coalition government. The alliance it

heads is slightly short of a clear majority

in the 543-seat parliament, but it can

easily pick up support from small parties and

independent lawmakers to bridge the gap.

This has set at rest fears that

the country will have a weak,

unstable coalition, dependent on a

host of unreliable partners.

In fact the Congress Party

has emerged hugely strengthened,

winning more seats than the most

optimistic projections. It has picked

up about 190 seats on its own - it’s

best performance in nearly two

decades. The Congress Party

dominated Indian politics since the

country’s independence, but saw is

share of votes slip in recent elections.

The president of the Congress

Party, Sonia Gandhi, who is credited with

reviving the party’s fortunes, said people

have made “the right choice.”

Obama Praises Cooperation on Health Care, Energy

U.S. President Barack Obama says

agreement on energy legislation and

progress on health care reform show

that Washington is beginning to

change.

In his weekly address,

President Obama says he is heartened

by the willingness of those with

differing interests to come together

around common goals.

Mr. Obama has met in the

past few days with representatives

of insurance and drug companies, as

well as doctors, hospitals and labor

unions, to talk about reforming health

care. These groups, which have

opposed many previous reform

attempts, agreed to reduce the health

care spending growth rate.

And leaders in the U.S.

House of Representatives are trying

to pass a health care reform bill by

the end of July. The president is

applauding both efforts.

“That is the kind of urgency

and determination we need to achieve

comprehensive reform by the end of

this year,” he said. “And the

reductions in spending the health care

community has pledged will help

make this reform possible.”

In the weekly Republican

message, Congressman Charles

Boustany, who is also a

cardiovascular surgeon, says his

party agrees with the president on

the basic principles of health care

reform. But Boustany says offering

consumers an option for government-

run health care insurance would cause

medical and financial problems.

“Government takeover of

health care will put bureaucrats in

charge of health care decisions that

should be made by families and

doctors,” he said. “It will limit

treatment options and lead to rationed

care. And to pay for government

health care, your taxes will be raised.”

Mr. Obama says he is also

encouraged by progress on energy

legislation. After weeks of

negotiations in the House, a bill has

been introduced to require reductions

in the gases that are blamed for global

warming and increase reliance on

cleaner forms of energy.

“For the first time, utility

companies and corporate leaders are

joining, rather than opposing,

environmental advocates and labor

leaders to create a new system of clean

energy initiatives that will help

unleash a new era of growth and

prosperity,” said the president.

Mr. Obama says, taken

together, the agreements on energy

and health care are signs that divisions

in Washington are beginning to erode.

“This has been an alien

notion in Washington for far too long,”

he said. “But we are seeing that the

CA Body To Study Indian Encroachment

Of Nepal’s Territory
-Niraj Aryal, Kathmandu

A team of Constituent Assembly

members are to make a on-the-spot

study visit in the district of Bara

where the Indian border security

forces have gulped more than a

hundred border demarcation pillars

which now, reports say, remain under

their control inside the Indian Union.

The team is heading to Bara

May 17, 2009.

Padmalal Biswakarma, the

president of the International

Relations and Human Rights

Committee of the CA told the media

that it was indeed a serious issue that

around hundred border pillars were

missing.

“We are going to Bara along

with some members from the Survey

Department”, said Biswakarma.

With the issue coming to the

fore, the CA committee had

immediately summoned the Foreign

Secretary Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya

and Chief of the Survey Department

Mr. Rabinkaji Sharma.

Reports also say that as the two

government bureaucrats did not

provide with the needed information,

a five member delegation led by

Nabindra Raj Joshi of the Nepali

Congress is heading for the district of

Bara to know the details of the Indian

encroachment.

To add, with the Indian

security force taking the Border

Pillars in their control, Indian

population from the neighboring areas

have entered into the Nepali territories

and have been looting agro-products

and threatening the local people,

writes Nepal’s state owned

newspaper Gorkhapatra.

Telegraph Nepal

Whether at home,

or at work

telegraphnepal.com
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Experts Call For Climate Change

Adaptation Plans
Kathmandu May 8: Nepal is one of a

number of South Asian countries

directly affected by global warming,

especially in mountainous regions

which have seen rapid glacier melt:

Local experts warn that climate

change adaptation plans urgently need

to be put in place.

Some organizations have

been involved in small-scale

community activities designed to

promote sustainable agriculture,

alternative energy and biodiversity

conservation, but these are

insufficient, they say.

“There has to be planned

adaptation which will require some

technological interventions and

investment. We need a good

understanding of the extent of the

impacts,” Arun Bhakta Shrestha, a

climate change specialist from the

International Centre for Integrated

Mountain Development (ICIMOD),

told IRIN in Kathmandu.

The Asian Development

Bank, which is helping the Nepalese

government to assess and address

climate change risks, says water

shortages in the dry season and the

melting of over 3,200 glaciers are the

main challenges.

However, Nepal lacks the

institutional, scientific and economic

resources to adapt effectively to

climate change, according to the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change.

Quantifying the impact

Experts said there was an urgent need

to quantify the likely impact of

climate change and assess Nepal’s

scope and capacity for adapting to

climate change.

ICIMOD’s Shrestha said

carefully evaluated plans were

essential “otherwise, it will be a

haphazard way of spending money

and you won’t get the kind of return

you want”.

Up to now most climate

change information relating to

agriculture, food security and water

resources has been anecdotal or

general, a fact which, however, does

not mean that adaptation programmes

should be shelved pending further

scientific evidence. “We should not

wait,” said Shrestha, adding “we can

support what some people are already

doing.”

“We are already quite late

in identifying the impact of climate

change. We need constant scientific

records of temperature, and the

changes experienced during all

seasons, and in that way we can

identify proper solutions,” said

expert Dinanath Bhandari, of the UK-

based international NGO Practical

Action.

Hazard mapping

Some organisations like the World

Wildlife Fund (WWF) have already

started their own hazard mapping

exercise in mountainous areas to

assess livelihood vulnerabilities

related to agriculture, flood patterns

and erosion.

“Our priority is adaptation

and the building of the resilience of

Dig Tsho lake in eastern Nepal, which is filling with icy

water as rising temperatures accelerate glacier melt

Photo: Naresh Newar/IRIN

Global Swine Flu Cases On The Rise

The United States has confirmed its fourth

death from swine influenza A-H1N1.

The Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention said Friday there

are more than 4,700 confirmed and

probable cases of the virus in the United

States, spread out in nearly every state.

The latest death was a

woman in the state of Arizona who

had a lung condition.

The World Health

Organization said Friday the illness has

been confirmed in 34 countries. That count

does not include Malaysia and Peru, which

both confirmed their first cases this week.

The WHO said Mexico has confirmed

nearly 2,500 cases of the illness, including

60 deaths. Canada and Costa Rica each

have confirmed one death.

The WHO said the

outbreak has not become a pandemic,

and it is not recommending travel

restrictions related to the virus.

Meanwhile, New York City

has shut down three schools for a week

in response to a new outbreak in the

city. A school employee has been

hospitalized in critical condition, and

several students have been infected.

Sagarmatha TV
on MHz Network

www.sagarmathatv.uswww.sagarmathatv.uswww.sagarmathatv.uswww.sagarmathatv.uswww.sagarmathatv.us

Every Sunday 9 am - 10 am ET

With the fall of the Maoists

government, Nepal is again at the

brink of unthinkable crisis and

sufferings. While there are several

factors responsible in their downfall,

their failure to recognize and deal with

the world outside and their

expectation(s) from the government,

their (the Maoists government’s)

means to achieve and implement the

Moaists agendas in a country where

they had very minimal mandate (if

elections were conducted freely,

contrary to what the observers saw

on the election day), to effect any

major changes to the State’s structure,

can be considered primary reasons.

Prime Minster Pushpa K

Dahal talks against foreign

intervention only when it’s not

supportive of their party. He forgot

the fact that he lived in India

throughout the insurgency, and that’s

where they decided to overthrow

Monarchy, which was part of their

agenda; that was considered a friendly

gesture. Through the Indian support

they came to the government, and that

was a friendly gesture. The Prime

Minister Dahal resigns from the

government, and its because once

friendly India is ‘NOW’ interfering

in Nepal. His selective

interpretations of interference and

friendly gesture (from India) have

made a mockery of entire Maoists

party and their supporters.

In their effort to implement

Maoists agendas in the country, they

have practically succeeded in creating

chaos in all sectors of Nepalese

society – be it business, education,

administration, foreign relations and

others. Real and unreal groups of

people like Maoists affiliated Young

Communists League (YCL) wonder

around ‘without fear of law’,

interfering and intimidating common

people and entrepreneurs. Now that

the Maoists are out of the

government, their leadership has

promised more protest against the

establishment and other political

groups, the Maoists leadership may

deny officially, but will use these

‘above the law’ YCL and others to

mount pressure on the next

government in meeting their demands.

Since there was agreement and

understanding among the political parties

to grant amnesty to the Maoists lead

insurgency, they would again resort to

intimidation and violence more

aggressively. Several district level Maoists

offices have already issued warnings to

vacate all those who do not support them

in protesting against the President’s

decision vis-à-vis COAS Katwal.

This can be taken as a

beginning of a crisis that could

potentially bring another unpleasant

experience in the country, if the

wisdom doesn’t prevail. When there

was no public remorse for the fall of

Prachanda’s government, except the

indoctrinated activists, it gives enough

room for the current Maoists

leadership to examine the flaw in their

ideology, and focus without

distractions on writing constitution.
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May 24: The Newah Organization of America (NOA) has announced  its

8th Annual Convention and General Meeting on Sunday May 24 from 2.00

to 10.00pm. Venue yet to be decided. For details visit nepalhorizons.com.

June 19-21: The America Nepal Medical Foundation has scheduled its

13th Annual Conference in Columbus Ohio from June 19 to June 21 2009

with the theme “Oral Helath in Nepal” at Hampton Inn & Suites Easton

4150 Stelzer Rd Columbus OH 43230 from 5.00am to 12.00am. For details

visit nepalhorizons.com Contact Rupa Hamal @ Conferenceanmf.net and

Bhargab Dixit Chairanmf.net

July 19: The International Literary Society (INLS) invites all to participate

in 196th Bhanu Jayanthi and INLS 18th Annual General Assembly 2009

on  Sunday July 19 from  2.00 pm to 10.00pm Venue yet to be confirmed.

For updates keep visiting nepalhorizons.com

Thursdays: The Shri Sai Baba of Shirdi Bhajan / Kirtan is conducted at

Durga Temple 8400 Durga Place, Fairfax Station VA every Thursdays

from 7pm to 8pm. Sai Satsang in Dallas, TX: Sri Shirdi Sai Baba Satsang is

held every Sunday between 4pm and 6pm CST in remembrance of Sri Sai

Baba and Sri Babuji at Center for Spiritual Living, 4801 Spring Valley

Road, Suite 115, Dallas TX 75244.

Calendar of Events

Also for latest News / Views /

Information & More…from Nepal & abroad.

Nepal Horizons
www.nepalhorizons.com

Watch Musical Videos Online !

Saturdays: The Durga Temple & Chinmaya Mission welcomes everyone

to Bhagavad Gita Satsangh every Saturday at the Durga Temple 8400

Durga Place, Fairfax Station VA from 10:30am to noon. For further

information contact coordinators at 703 793 8855 / 703 646 5924.

The International Nepali Literary

Society (INLS), Washington DC

Metro chapter organized a program on

May 11, 2009 to felicitate writer

Madhuban Prasad Paudel, who is also

the Deputy Permanent Representative

of Nepal to the United Nations in New

York, NY. On the occasion, he said that

he was inspired by the characters and

their surroundings in various countries

that he was assigned to during his

assignment to write short works, and

would bring out more stories after his

retirement.

Kali P Pokharel, Charge d’ Affaires

of the Embassy of Nepal was the chief

guest on the occasion and appreciated

the literary efforts of the INLS DC

chapter.

Representative Paudel also

released the new published book of

Homnath Subedi (seen above), one of

the founding members of the INLS.

The program was attended

by the literary lovers from around the

DC metro area. Govinda Giri Prerana,

the program chair is the president of

INLS DC Chapter.

INLS DC Felicitates Madhuban P Paudel

Political Impasse Delays Humanitarian Assistance

Kathmandu May 15: The ongoing

political impasse in Nepal has affected

the flow of humanitarian assistance

and development work, local and

international aid workers say.

Nepal has been left without

a government since Prime Minister

Puspa Kamal Dahal, also chairman of

the Communist Party of Nepal-

Maoist (CPNM), quit his office on 4

May.

CPNM is the political body

of the former Maoist rebels who

ended a decade-long armed conflict

following a 2006 peace agreement.

The Maoists make up the

majority of the 601-member

Constituent Assembly (CA) and head

the coalition government comprising

five national political parties.

“The withdrawal of the

Maoists from the government is a

serious sign of a severe political crisis

in the near future and risks the

country going back to war,” said

independent political analyst Krishna

Adhikari.

Dahal quit over the

decision by President Ram Baran

Yadav to reinstate the Chief of

Army Staff, General Rookmangud

Katawal, despite his dismissal by

the cabinet for defying government

orders by recruiting more solders.

The general was accused

by the Maoists of recruiting 3,010

soldiers to the Nepal Army (NA)

and reinstating eight senior NA

brigadier-generals without

coordinating with the Defence

Ministry.

Impact on humanitarian aid

According to aid workers,

humanitarian assistance would be

most affected as there is now

uncertainty about the formation of a

government.

Moreover, major political

parties are still not in agreement as to

how the next government should be

formed.

“There is rising concern

about the impact on the most

vulnerable communities, especially

the victims of the Koshi flood,”

Vincent Omuga, humanitarian affairs

officer at the UN Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

(OCHA), told IRIN.

For the past nine months,

thousands of people displaced by the

Koshi flood have been living in the

camps of Sunsari and Saptari of

eastern Nepal, nearly 300km south

of the capital, Kathmandu.

Before the political crisis,

the government had passed a

compensation package of thousands

of dollars to help resettle the displaced

families in their homes.

“But now the relief aid for

the displaced will not be delivered

because the release of funds is done

only through the government,” said

an international aid worker, who

requested anonymity.

Early recovery activities are

supported by the UN and other

donor agencies through the

government.

“All this will be delayed

now because the district level

decisions by local government offices

and institutions depends on the

decision of the central level

government, which is still lagging

behind,” the aid worker said.

Meanwhile, local NGO

workers are also worried about the impact

on their development work as most of

their activities depend on their

partnership with local government bodies

such as the Village Development

Committees and District Development

Committees, none of which can make any

decisions to implement aid projects

without permission from central

government.

“It is quite unlikely that aid

services will be delivered soon until

this political deadlock is over,” Netra

Timilsina, an aid worker and senior

official of NGO Federation of Nepal,

told IRIN.

“There is a huge vacuum as

we are now a government-less state.

Ministries and departments are not

functioning and the donors are in a

wait-and-see position,” said

Timilsina.

Nepal is one of the poorest

countries in the world, with more than

30 percent of its 28 million inhabitants

living below the poverty line of less

than US$1 a day. (IRIN News Service)

 For free email subscription of
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print@nepalabroad.com

with subject: Subscribe and your
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Q: How do you evaluate your two-

year of leadership in the ANA?

If I look at my last two years at ANA,

I would say that I have mixed feelings

about it. During Ms. Amrit Tuladhar’s

presidency, a task force was created

to suggest some forward looking work

for ANA to make this organization

more vibrant, inclusive and service-

oriented to the Diaspora. Some of the

recommendations were as follows:

• Creation of emergency fund to help

people in times of distress

• Revamp ANA website and put in

dynamic contents

• Convention Infrastructure and

Guidelines

• Empower executives

• Increase media presence etc.

When I look at our achievements with

respect to these objectives, I can say

with certainty that we were able to

meet some of the objectives and in

some cases we were able to make just

a little bit of headway.

As you know, a couple

years ago, we established an

emergency fund to help our

community in times of distress. We

started with a very limited fund and

pledged to keep the fund replenished

by doing fundraisers, contribution and

donation from members. However, the

funds were depleted very quickly. As

the size of the Diaspora in North

America has grown exponentially, so

have the cases of distress in the

community. The expectations of the

community from an organization like

ANA are very high. We did take a lead

in several cases in different states

across the United States.

As a matter of fact our

General Secretary, Medini Adhikari

spends a substantial amount of his

time volunteering, fund-raising and

personal counseling people of our

community who need help. So in that

respect, I think we have made good

progress. We have also supported

some noble causes on the

recommendation of the North

American NRN Organization outside

of the USA. I would like to thank all

the community members who step up

and contribute to our fund-raising

efforts for various causes. Without

their contributions we wouldn’t be

able to help our community with our

limited financial resources.

The website effort was

successful to some extent. Thanks to

our executive member Kumar Deuja’s

efforts we were able to re-design a

brand new website. The website offers

the capability to all of the officers to

edit and upload contents as we deem

appropriate. This was done so

contents can be put in by any of us

without any delay.

However, our engagement

in other important activities of the

organization has kept us away from

making the website as dynamic as we

would like it to be.

We have made significant

changes in the way conventions are

held. You may know, that in the Dallas

convention in the year 2005, it was

decided that the Vice President would

coordinate all activities related to the

convention. During my tenure as the

Vice President of the organization, I

coordinate two successful conventions

in New Jersey in 2006 and Los

Angeles in 2007. We made sure that a

significant amount of convention

related workload was shared by the

ANA executives.

We also tried to establish

guidelines, procedures and permanent

website that can be used year after

year without re-spinning our wheels.

As you may have seen, the convention

last year was very successful by

adhering to these guidelines. There

were some aspects of mismanagement

which is natural because of the high

volume of convention attendees. But

in general, there were no unpleasant

incidents. Everything went smoothly.

Likewise, we are working

hard for our upcoming convention and

trying to make sure that we get rid of

the bad aspects from previous

conventions and make new strides in

the upcoming conventions.

We have tried to get all of

our executives involved in different

work areas of our organization. At the

same time participation of executives

in convention related matters has also

increased. Some of our executives from

the Baltimore/DC area were very

involved in the Baltimore convention.

Likewise, some executives from the

west coast are actively contributing

in the upcoming convention. The point

is to make the executives feel more

valued and be able to contribute to

their fullest potential. I can say this

with conviction that we have achieved

a great deal in this respect.

As you know, ANA is a well

known name in the Americas and

throughout the world among the

Diaspora. We have tried to be a little

proactive since the last couple of years

and established working relationships

with different media groups. As you

may have seen, there was a heavy

media presence in the Baltimore

convention. We will continue to engage

with the media in the future and we

hope that the media will also give

adequate coverage to news from ANA.

In summary, a lot was

achieved and a lot remains to be

achieved. We should continually strive

to take the organization to the next

level. And I am sure that the new

officers of this organization will do

their best to carry on the good work.

Q: How challenging it is to be

working full-time, and yet find

some time to volunteer for the

community/ANA?

It is indeed very challenging to fulfill

your responsibilities towards work,

family, your hobbies and interests and

voluntary/social work for

organization such as ANA. It is all a

matter of setting your priorities right.

I think for all of us family should come

first. I do not compromise my

obligations towards my family.

Beyond that most of my time outside

of work goes towards ANA related

activities. So my interests and

passions such as hunting/fishing/

camping take a back burner. For some

people their personal hobbies and

interests are higher priority. For folks

like us involvement in the community

comes first and we pursue this with

utmost passion.

Q: Is there anything more you

would have done if you had

additional year as a president of

ANA?

Like I said, there is always room for

improvement. But a quality of a

successful leader is to groom new

capable leaders and make sure that

they have all the help they need to

carry on the mission of the

organization. Hopefully, I have set

some good precedence for the future

leadership to follow and the future

leaders of the organization will follow

some of the work that we started

during my tenure.

Q: How is the preparation for ANA

2009 convention progressing?

It is coming along just fine. There was

some confusion in the beginning in the

local community as to which

organization is leading the convention.

Since there are so many non-profit

Nepali organizations in the Bay Area,

we couldn’t hold the convention under

the leadership of only one

organization. Thus, the upcoming

convention will be held under the

collective leadership of several

organizations such as Nepal

Association of Northern California

(NANC), Nepalis and Friends

Cultural Association (NAFCA) and

other 501.c3 compliant organizations.

A convening council is in place with

Govinda Shahi as convener, Sajesh

Giri, Sandeep Puri, Anup Srivastav,

Ajay Dev, Santosh Blon Lama and

Naveen Dutta is an Electrical Engineer working in the telecommunications sector for the last 13 years. He has been very active in the

Nepali community in the USA. He was the founding President of the Rocky Mountain Friends of Nepal, Denver, CO and a founding

member of Association of Nepali Teraian in America. He has been associated with Association of Nepalis in the Americas (ANA) for the

last several years in the capacity of an executive member, vice president and currently as the President.

As he accomplishes his two year of leadership as President of ANA on early July 09, he talks to Nepal Abroad about his experience

with the ANA, its activities during his tenure and the impending ANA Convention 2009 in Oakland, CA scheduled for July 4th weekend. Below

the results:

...Contd. on pg  6

‘..quality of a successful leader is to groom new capable leaders and make

sure that they have all the help they need to carry on the mission of the

organization.’ - N Dutta
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Can We Reverse Global Climate Change? Part I

Carbon tax and dividend is the solution

Jim Hansen, YaleGlobal, 14 May 2009

NEW YORK: Western governments

are pretending to take actions that

alleviate climate change. But their

‘cap-and-trade’ approach is a

minuscule tweak to business-as-

usual. Cap-and-trade is a Temple of

Doom for life on our planet,

worshipped by lawmakers who are

afraid to confront fossil special

interests. What is needed is a gradually

rising fee on the carbon content of

oil, gas and coal, with proceeds

distributed fully to the public. This

will spur innovation in efficiency and

carbon-free energy, while providing

the public the funds needed to

transition toward the clean energy

world of the future.

‘Cap-and-trade’ is

supposed to answer climate change

by setting targets for emission or

capping it by issuing permits to

emitting industries. To begin with,

cap and trade is a misnomer. A ‘cap’

increases the price of energy, as a tax

does. It is wrong and disingenuous to

try to hide the fact that a cap is a tax.

Other characteristics of the “cap”

approach is that because of

unpredictable price volatility it makes

millionaires on Wall Street and other

trading floors but offers the public

little. Offsets are usually allowed and

often poorly substantiated and

verified, creating more uncertainty.

The case in point is the European

experience: they spent $50 billion on

carbon trading, their CO2 emissions

actually increased, and the largest

payment went to a German coal-

burning utility! Cap-and-trade is

fraught with opportunities for special

interests, political trading,

obfuscation from public scrutiny,

accounting errors, and outright fraud.

As with any law, caps can

and will be changed, many times,

before 2050. The fact is that national

caps have been set and are widely

rejected. When caps are accepted,

they are often set too high – as

happened with Russia. If a complete

set of tight caps were achieved, global

permit trading would likely result in

a Gresham’s Law effect – “bad money

drives out good.” Some countries will

issue too many permits or fail to

enforce requirements. These permits,

being cheapest, will find their way

into the world market and undermine

the world cap. Caps are also

extremely hard to enforce, as

demonstrated by the Kyoto Protocol.

In some cases, even with highly

respected countries such as Canada,

the extent of failure to meet

commitments was enormous. The

biggest problem with a cap tax is that

it will not solve the problem. The

public will soon learn that it is a tax.

And because there is no dividend, the

public will revolt before the cap tax

is large enough to transform society.

For these reasons, and

because they believe a cap-and-trade

approach will continue to stymie

international negotiations, many of

the top American economists from

across the political spectrum

vigorously oppose cap and trade.

Notable among these are William D.

Nordhaus, Joseph E. Stiglitz (Making

Globalization Work, Chap. 6), and N.

Gregory Mankiw.

A successful plan must

recognize geophysical constraints and

economic reality. The geophysical fact

is that most of the remaining fossil

fuels must either be left in the ground

or be used only where the CO2 is

captured and put back underground.

The economic reality is that we will

not move to an era beyond fossil fuel

emissions until a substantially higher

price is applied across-the-board to

all carbon fuels, such that efficiency

and carbon-free energies rapidly

increase. In addition, I will contend,

public acceptance of the needed rising

carbon price demands complete

transparency and fairness.

It is easy to speak of a

planet in peril. It is quite another to

level with the public about what is

needed, even if the actions are in

everybody’s long-term interest. It

seems they would not dream of being

honest and admit that an increased

price for fossil fuels is essential to

drive us to the world beyond fossil fuels.

How can emissions be

reduced? With policies similar to

those being promoted elsewhere:

mileage efficiency standards for

vehicles; power-usage standards for

appliances and electronics; retrofitting

of residential and commercial

buildings for efficient heating and

cooling; urban revitalization

Nepalese Students Perform at Worldfest, UC

The Nepalese Students Association,

founded last year in the University of

Cincinnati OH, presented a Nepalese

classical music concert on Friday May

1, from 5pm to 8pm in the Great Hall

of Tangeman University Center, as part

of University’s Worldfest celebration,

that started on April 24 ’09 and

continued until Sunday May 3, 2009.

Tara Bir Singh Tuladhar and Rudra Lal

Tamrakar, came from Nepal to

participate in this performance,

played Kausiki Raag, Chacher,

Malshree, Saguri Baari and Bhairavi.

After this, followed the dinner, and

later Sunanda Tamrakar and Isha

Tamrakar, two sister played tabala in

mangan dhun. Imani Joshi performed

a classical dance and then two little

girl - Poonam and Pratima also danced

in the song ‘Mai mori lai..’.

The program was attended

by large number of students and

university members, and the visitors.

‘This program helped attendees

understand more about Nepal, the

Nepalese people, culture and more’,

says Pooja Shrestha – a Ph.D.

student.

Surya P Ghimire is the

current president of NSA. There are

around 15 Nepalese students in the

University; three undergoing Ph.D

program in Physics, four graduate

students and the rest in various

undergraduate programs.

Photo: Amit Dongol, UC

- Amit Dongol, OH

...Contd. on pg  6
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Can We Reverse Global Climate ...............

Sagar Koirala as co-conveners. So the

convening council has representation

from most of the premier

organizations in the Bay Area. The

convening council is working hard

along with the local community in

putting together a great convention for

all of our attendees to remember. For

more information please visit ANA

convention website at www.ana-

convention.org.

Q: Large number of Bhutanese

refugees of Nepalese origin arrived

in the US last year. What efforts, if

any, did ANA make to approach

them?

As much as we would have liked to

help the Bhutanese refugees, we were

not able to make a significant

contribution in this area. During last

year’s convention in Baltimore, there

were some suggestions to have the

Bhutanese refugees attend the

convention and have a discussion

around their needs and issues.

However, for some reason that fell

through. We had even planned on

waiving the registration fees for them.

Just because we have not done much

in that respect, doesn’t mean that we

will not do anything on this subject in

the future. My request is for the

Bhutanese themselves to apprise us

of their issues and concerns and we’ll

take it from there. I know that local

organizations in different cities are

already engaged with them. If ANA

can partner with the local

organizations and make a bigger

impact, we are all for it.

Q: How will the upcoming

convention be different that the

one held in Baltimore 2008?

First of all, this convention is under a

joint banner of several organizations

in the Bay Area. This is different than

previous years where only one

premier organization of the area was

given the sole responsibility. I think

going forward, ANA should adopt this

model where it decides the location of

the convention. Then it reaches out

to the local community and encourages

their participation in the convention.

With the number of Nepali

organizations in every city on the rise,

it will be increasingly difficult for ANA

to work with only one organization.

ANA must also increase its presence

and establish working relationship

with other organizations so future

conventions can be held in an amicable

manner.

Secondly, the proceeds from

the convention will be used to support

some charitable cause on the

recommendation of the local

organizations. This is significantly

different from previous years’ model

where proceeds were jointly shared by

local organization and ANA to be spent

on charitable work. Ultimately, all

proceeds are used for charitable purposes.

Besides the standard

programs of ANA, we have also added

a Golfing event to our sports activities

this year. The demand to add Golf to

our sporting event was there in

previous years but for logistical

purposes we had not been able to do

it so far. We are happy that we could

do that this year.

Several other premier

organizations of the Diaspora such as

Computer Association of Nepal USA

and American Society of Nepali

Engineers will have a multi-day

conference during the convention.

Besides Association of Nepali Teraian

in America (ANTA) and Non-resident

Nepali organization of the USA,

NACC will also hold their forums

during the convention. Several leaders

of the NRN movement from world

over are expected to attend the

convention this year.

This year we are also

partnering with a startup organization

called “eticketbazaar” which will

provide their services in registration

and on-line event ticket booking for

the convention. There were concerns

from previous couple of conventions

that the online booking were sort of

confusing and people couldn’t easily

book their tickets through our website.

We have tried to address this concern

by partnering with this startup

company of Nepali IT professionals

in the Bay Area.

Several attendees had

complained last year that the event

tickets were highly priced. This year

we have tried to address their concern

by lowering the pricing by almost 25%

on most of the events.

The local community is also

planning a Grand Opening Ceremony

with a street procession. Last year we

started that tradition in Baltimore.

This year we will take it one step

further by showcasing our diverse

culture in a unique procession.

promoting walkable and bikeable

communities; land-use policies

encouraging proximity over sprawl;

and wholesale conversion of the

electricity energy source from fossil

fuels to carbon-free solar and wind

resources.

A higher carbon price is

needed to transform consumer and life

style choices, to make zero-carbon

energy and energy efficiency cheaper

than fossil fuels, to spur business

investment, innovation and associated

economic activity, and to move the

nation to the cleaner environment

beyond the fossil fuel era. The carbon

price will need to be significant, and

the public and businesses must

understand that it will increase in the

future. It should be applied to all fossil

fuels – oil, gas and coal – uniformly

at the source (the first sale at the mine

or port of entry).

A price on emissions that

cause harm is essential. Yes, a carbon

tax. A carbon tax with a 100 percent

dividend is needed to wean us off

fossil fuel addiction. A tax and

dividend mechanism would allow the

marketplace, not politicians, to make

investment decisions.

Coal is not only the largest

fossil fuel reservoir of carbon dioxide,

it is the dirtiest fuel.

Coal is polluting the world’s

oceans and streams with mercury,

arsenic and other dangerous chemicals.

The dirtiest trick that governments

play on their citizens is the pretense

that they are working on “clean coal”

or that they will build power plants

that are “capture ready” in case

technology is ever developed to

capture all pollutants.

A carbon tax on coal, oil and

gas is simple, applied at the first

point of sale or port of entry. The

entire tax must be returned to the

public, an equal amount to each adult,

a half-share for children. This

dividend can be deposited monthly

in an individual’s bank account. A

carbon tax with a 100 percent dividend

is non-regressive. On the contrary,

you can bet that low and middle

income people will find ways to limit

their carbon tax and come out ahead.

Profligate energy users will have to

pay for their excesses.

Demand for low-carbon

high-efficiency products will spur

innovation, making our products more

competitive on international markets.

Carbon emissions will plummet as

energy efficiency and renewable

energies grow rapidly.

Will the public accept a

rising carbon fee? Surely – if the

revenue is distributed 100% to the

public, and if the rationale has been

well-explained to the public. The

revenue should not go to the

government to send to favored

industries. Will the public just turn

around and spend the dividend on the

same inefficient vehicle, etc.?

Probably not for long, if there are

better alternatives and if the public

knows the carbon price will continue

to rise. And there will be plenty of

innovators developing alternatives. Of

course, cost incentive alone is not

sufficient – efficiency and building

standards also must be improved.

Marshaling public opinion

and political will is a tremendous

task, given the forces aligned for

business-as-usual. In Washington

there are four energy lobbyists for

every Congress-person. Political

leadership is desperately needed. We

must recognize our responsibility to

our children and grandchildren, as

well as our moral obligation to them

and the millions of species that will

be affected by our choice to take, or

not to take, needed actions.

Cap-and-trade is the

Temple of Doom. It would lock in

disasters for our children and

grandchildren. It would do nothing to

preserve a planet resembling the one

that we inherited from our elders, and

to allow continued existence of the

remarkable species that co-habit Earth

with humanity.

Jim Hansen is director of the

NASA Goddard Institute for Space Studies

and adjunct professor of earth and

environmental sciences at Columbia

University’s Earth Institute.

"Reprinted with permission from

YaleGlobal Online -

www.yaleglobal.yale.edu -Yale Center for

the Study of Globalization, Yale University."

We’d like to announce that Nepal Abroad

would now be available to our readers

every other week. We’d also like to take

this opportunity to thank all our readers

for their continued support and

readership. Next edition would be

available on May 30 ‘2009.

Management

Nepal Abroad

Announcement:

‘..quality of a successful ...
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Buying (Rs) Selling (Rs)

US $ 1

Canadian $1

Euro 1

Pound Sterling 1

Australian $1

Swiss Franc 1

Singapore Dollar

Japanese Yen 10

Chinese Yuan 1

Indian Rupees 100

Swedish Kroner 1

Danish Kroner 1

Hong Kong Dollar 1

Saudi Arab Riyal 1

Qatari Riyal 1

Thai Bhat 1

UAE Dirham 1

Malaysian Ringgit 1

Exchange Rates in Nepal

79.05

67.65

107.51

117.52

59.78

71.39

53.91

8.28

11.58

160.00

10.02

14.43

10.20

--

--

--

--

--

Currency

79.65

67.86

108.32

118.40

60.23

71.93

54.32

8.34

11.67

160.15

----

----

----

--

--

--

--

--
[Source: Nepal Rastra Bank, for May 16 ‘09]

Study In USAStudy In USAStudy In USAStudy In USAStudy In USA
We are currently recruiting

students who wants to study

Bachelor ’s  & Master ’s  in

Business and IT in USA. If

you or any of your friends or

someone you know may be

interes ted emai l  us  a t

edu@suvaninc.com or call 202

239 5561 to discuss more.

Class i f i eds

ADVANCED COMPUTER TRAINING

√ SAP -HR

√ SAP-CRM

√ SAP-FICO

√√√√√ DOT(.)NET

√√√√√ C#

√√√√√ ASP.NET

√√√√√ VB.NET

Suvan International Inc. Herndon, VA 20171 USA

DOT( . ) N E T

SAP Courses Other  IT Courses
UNIX Admin

Oracle PL/SQL& DBA

Oracle 10g RAC/Guard

SAS / PMP Certification

Web Logic Portal / JAVA/J2EE

Business Analyst (BA)

Quality Analyst (QA)

DWH/ Business Objects

COGNOS/Crystal Reports

Call 202 239 5561
or email: info@suvaninc.com for details.
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Are you a visitor, student, working

professional, and have immigration related

question(s) and services?

Call Ms Sharma, LLM

 817 571 1495

Email: creative_law2005@yahoo.com

for initial counseling and

referral to accomplished lawyers.

Help on Immigration?
Hari K SharmaHari K SharmaHari K SharmaHari K SharmaHari K Sharma,

MSA CPA

hsharma111@aol.com

703 996 8571

 For your:
-Income Tax Return Preparation, Refund
 Maximization.
-Small Business Formation, Registration,
 Sales & Use Tax Return Preparation.
-Handling Business Payroll and All other
 Business tax  issues.

-Audit Representation and Book Keeping needs.

Service offered across the US

AccrAccrAccrAccrAccruuuuual Accounting Services Incal Accounting Services Incal Accounting Services Incal Accounting Services Incal Accounting Services Inc.

More @ www.accrualaccountingservices.com/

“People have appreciated the fact that

we have worked hard, that we do think

of them, that we work for them with

sincerity and dedication,” she said.

Congress party supporters

celebrated through the country, setting

off firecrackers and dancing in the

streets.

The Congress Party

attributed its showing in the polls to

the work it has done for the rural poor,

who make up the bulk of India’s

voters.

Good news for the Congress

Party was bad news for its main rival,

the opposition Bharatiya Janata Party,

which saw its share of seats slip

compared to 2004. Few had expected

the BJP to win, but the party had

hoped to put up a good fight.

“It is a disappointment, but

like all good matches, one loses, one

wins, we have lost, but with the hope

we will come back again strongly,”

said Siddharth Nath, spokesman for

the party.

The elections also dealt a blow to

leftist, regional parties and caste-

based parties, which fared poorly,

ending their hopes of playing a

dominant role at the national level.

India’s new parliament

must be seated by June 2.

ways of Washington are beginning to

change.”

The president will travel to

the central state of Indiana on Sunday,

to deliver the commencement address

at the University of Notre Dame.

Some students and others plan to

boycott Mr. Obama’s address at the

Roman Catholic university because

of his support for abortion rights.

Obama Praises

Cooperation...

India’s Ruling Congress Party...
cont’d from pg  1 ...

cont’d from pg 1 ...

the most vulnerable communities,”

WWF Nepal official Ghana Shyam

Gurung old IRIN.

“We haven’t had rain for

more than six months and because of

that crops have suffered - and

definitely you have productivity

going down a lot,” he added.

The drought has led to the

loss of winter crops like wheat,

Experts Call For Climate Change...
maize and mustard - with serious

implications for food security.

“We can already see the

problems becoming visible now. This

obviously means a severe crisis in

future,” said Bhandari of Practical

Action.

Local NGO ENPHO,

which has been lobbying for action

on climate change, says adaptation

measures should be given top priority

“We shouldn’t lose any

t ime now,  especia l ly  in  an

agricultural nation which is totally

dependent  on the  weather.

Changing weather patterns are not

a good sign,” Bhushan Tuladhar,

the ENPHO executive director,

told IRIN. (IRIN News)

cont’d from pg 2 ...

Happy Marriage

Z

Nilav Adhikari and Pallavi Khanal

May 12, 2009, Rockville MD

Jayprakash & Mina Subedi
Louisville KY

Fortnightly publication from DC metro

 For a complementary copy, Contact

editor at gggprerana@gmail.com

‘VishwaparikramaVishwaparikramaVishwaparikramaVishwaparikramaVishwaparikrama’
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By Sushil Thapa. Fairfax,VA  sushilthapa@verizon.net

The Fifth National Games concluded

amidst a fascinating display of

fireworks last month. The week long

spectacle produced intense

competition and rivalry amongst

athletes. There were a handful of

record breaking performance and

individual feats unheard of. T h e

last minute inclusion of Peoples

Liberation Army (PLA) in the games,

however, turned things upside down.

Succumbing to unprecedented

political pressure National Sports

Council (NSC) let PLA participate.

The tragic irony is that NSC

made a mockery of the rules and

regulations they formulated for the

games. What is the point of having

laws if framers themselves do not

honor it? When we have such

toothless, gutless, insincere and

politically motivated people

governing the apex sports body,

sports is bound to languish as it has.

Prime Minister Prachanda

and company, in fact, were the

architect of the mess,

notwithstanding opposition from all

quarters. Apparently, they put their

political interest before national

sports. What a pity? Nepal Army’s

decision to boycott some major events

was a big blow, and the games soon

lost its gloss.

Central region athletes

dominated the proceedings and

finished atop the medal tally. They

won 68 gold 35 silver 35 bronze. First

timer Armed Police Force performed

strongly to finish second (32 gold 17

silver 15 bronze).

Nepal Police finished a

disappointing third with 27 gold 40

silver 24 bronze. All talk and hype

translated very little for PLA medal

wise. They managed a solitary silver

and 4 bronze. Despite boycotting 6

events, Nepal Army won 9 gold 7

silver 12 bronze.

By and large, athletes gave

in their best but left much to be desired

in terms of standards. The event

provided us ample opportunity to

judge and assess our athletes. Keeping

in view the upcoming South Asian

Federation Games (SAFG) in

Bangladesh, the National Games had

assumed great importance.

One thing is clear; the path

to success is more arduous now for

us. If we hope to make any impact on

SAFG we have to begin preparing

ourselves at the earliest. Otherwise,

we are headed for another mediocre

showing. There is urgency to work

on the physical and mental side of

athletes.

There were a few brilliant

individual performances from

upcoming aspiring athletes. Talented

Karishma Karki lit the pool on fire,

winning a record 12 golds. She became

the first athlete to win that many

golds in the history of the national

games. Daughter of Ishwor Karki,

head coach of Nepali swimming team,

Karki is a tremendous potential .She

is a focused and ambitious athlete.

Given proper training and exposure

she can blossom into a classy

swimmer.

Nepal Police Keshari

Chaudhary was another athlete to

stand out in athletics. She not only

won five golds and a bronze but also

bettered her own national record in

women’s triple jump (from11.19m to

11.19 m). Just 17 and highly talented,

Chaudhary is destined to become a

big name in Nepali track and field.

Another record setter was

18 year old Basanti Kumal Chaudhary

(mid-western) in women’s javelin

throw (35.46 m). She broke the 22

year record (35.28m) set by Lila Maya

Thapa of Nepal Police. The 18 year

old is a big talent to watch.

Santosh Shrestha of Armed

Police Force set a new national

record in the men’s 110 m hurdles.

He surpassed Rajendra Kunwar’s

10 years record (16.17sec). Nepal

Police women weight lifters stole

the thunder, setting new national

records.

Front and center was

Jhanta Kumari Katuwal in the 53 kg

category. In a display of superb

snatch and lift, she lifted 164 kg. Her

feat was followed by team mates

Laxmi Bun and Tara Devi Pun in the

75 kg and 69 kg respectively.

International Bal Krishna

Chaudhary of mid -western bettered

his own national record set in the 10th

South Asian Federation Games in

Colombo, Sri Lanka. He improved his

jump from 1.90 m to 1.96 m.

Focus was on a number of very young

school going participants. One of them

was 9th grader from Salyan district

Sakuntala Budhathoki. With just one

and a half months of training she struck

bronze in the women’s marathon. She

is an example of a tremendously gifted

athlete.

Winner of women’s

10,000m Vishnu Rupa Budha of Jumla

is one of the brightest star on the

horizon. Only 14 but she is a bundle

of talent. She definitely is the star of

the future.

Two 12 years old Indra BK

and Tika Maya Gurung of Kaski

participation in weight lifting raised

many eye brows. As a matter of fact,

they were underage and should not

have been allowed to participate in the

first place. It is insane to expose such

young athletes and risk them

physically. NSC must address the

issue to protect our young athletes.

Eastern region won the

prestigious men’s football title at the

expense of AFP.

As reported by the media the

games were poorly managed, and most

sporting venues were not up to the

playing standards. Shockingly athletes

were denied proper accommodation,

food and transportation. One wonders

what NSC did with Rs 250 million

allocated by the government for the

games.

To sum up, the National

Games was a low key affair riddled

with flaws. Sadly the games did not

serve its purpose. A sheer waste of

money as it turned out to be at the

end. What a set back?

NSC has shamed and

ridiculed them for making such an

important event a big sham.

Fifth National Games Disappoints

The strain appeared last month

in  New York  Ci ty,  s i cken ing

dozens  o f  s t uden t s  who  had

visited Mexico. Students at two

other schools also became ill.

Argen t ina  ha s

author ized  the  resumpt ion  of

flights from Mexico following a

two-week suspension. Peru also

has lifted a ban on flights to and

from Mexico.  (VOA 5/15)

Global Swine Flu

Cases...
cont’d from pg 2 ...


